
STATE BAR OF GEORGIA 
BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

MINUTES 
August 18, 2011 

State Bar of Georgia/Atlanta, GA 
 

 
The 238th meeting of the Board of Governors of the State Bar of Georgia was held at the date and location 
shown above.  Ken Shigley, President, presided. 
 
Special Recognition 
President Shigley recognized the Past Presidents of the State Bar, members of the judiciary, and other 
special guests in attendance. 
 
Roll Call 
Secretary Patrise Perkins-Hooker circulated the attached roll (Exhibit A) for signature. 
 
Consent Agenda 
President Shigley presented the Consent Agenda.  There being no request for removal of any item, a 
motion was made and seconded to approve all of the following items: 

 
1) Minutes of the 236th and 237th Board of Governors Meetings 

 The minutes of the meeting of the Board of Governors held on June 3 and 4, 2011, at the Hilton 
 Myrtle Beach Resort in Myrtle Beach, SC, were presented. 
  

2) Executive Committee Minutes (information) 
 The minutes of the Executive Committee meetings held on May 12, 2011, and June 30, 2011, 
 were presented. 
 
3) Future Meetings Schedule 
 The current Future Meetings Schedule was presented. 
 
4) Georgia Legal Services Board Appointments: 

Jill Pryor, Atlanta (2013)  
Albert P. Reichert, Jr., Macon (2013) 

 
5) Resolution in Memory of Lauren Giddings 

 A resolution (Exhibit B) honoring and remembering the life and memory of Lauren Teresa 
 Giddings, and extending the State Bar’s deepest regret and sincere condolence to her family, was 
 presented. 
 

6) Resolution Commending Professor Paul Milich (Exhibit C) 
 
7) Resolution Commending John Camp (Exhibit D) 

 
8) Resolution Commending Senator Josh McKoon (Exhibit E) 

 
The Board of Governors, by unanimous voice vote, approved all of the above items on the Consent 
Agenda. 
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Special Recognition 
Aasia Mustakeem, on behalf of the Georgia Bar Foundation, presented Senator Johnny Isakson and Past 
President Jimmy Franklin with a special recognition award for their work on behalf of Georgia’s lawyers 
and bankers by securing FDIC unlimited deposit insurance on IOLTA account balances. 
 
Thomas O. Marshall Professionalism Award 
President Shigley presented the Bench and Bar Committee’s 10th annual Chief Justice Thomas O. 
Marshall Professionalism Award to Past President Linda A. Klein.  This award honors one lawyer and 
one judge who have and continue to demonstrate the highest professional conduct and paramount 
reputation for professionalism. 
 
President’s Report 
President Shigley referred the Board of Governors to two handouts:  1) the GLSP contribution form, and 
2) the Law-Related Education Committee’s transportation assistance sponsorship form.   He announced 
that the Board of Governors will be hearing reports from various committees, and a panel discussion from 
both proponents and opponents of the proposed juvenile code rewrite. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Buck Ruffin provided a report on the State Bar’s finances and investments, and the Board of 
Governors received the Income Statement by Department for the eleven months ended May 31, 2011. 
 
Legislative Report 
Tom Boller provided an update on the 2012 legislative session.  The Georgia General Assembly, in 
special session, is working on a proposed state legislative redistricting map, which is expected to create a 
14th congressional seat, and could be adopted as early as next week.  Upcoming legislative issues include 
criminal justice reform, utility liens, Georgia Public Defender Standards Council funding, and a tax court 
program.  The first meeting of the Advisory Committee on Legislation will take place on September 21.  
 
Indigent Defense Funding 
Representative Rich Golick and Past President Bryan Cavan provided a report on efforts to secure 
dedicated indigent defense funding.  Representative Golick is proposing a constitutional amendment that 
will create permanent funding for the indigent defense system through a trust fund.   He thanked the State 
Bar for its continued support of these efforts. 
 
Resolution Commending John Camp 
On behalf of the Military Legal Assistance Program, Treasurer (and committee chair) Ruffin presented a 
resolution to William John Camp expressing appreciation for his vision and leadership to military 
families in developing and successfully shepherding the Georgia Military Parents Rights Act to adoption 
was presented. 

 
Resolution Commending Senator Josh McKoon 
On behalf of the Military Legal Assistance Program, Treasurer (and committee chair) Ruffin presented a 
resolution Senator Joshua Robert expressing appreciation for his vision and leadership to military families 
in developing and successfully shepherding the Georgia Military Parents Rights Act to adoption was 
presented. 
 
ABA Report 
Past President Klein provided a report on the activities of the ABA House of Delegates at the ABA’s 
Annual Meeting.  She announced that Past President Cavan was nominated to the Board of the National 
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Conference of Bar Presidents.  She urged everyone to contact their congressmen and encourage them to 
support funding for the GLSP.  The Board of Governors received a copy of a resolution from the ABA 
General Practice, Solo and Small Firm Division honoring the late Charles J. Driebe for his dedication and 
service to the legal profession. 
 
SOLACE Committee 
The Honorable William C. Rumer provided a report on the activities of the SOLACE Committee, which 
is in the process of setting up a program similar to that of Louisiana State Bar.  Through SOLACE 
(Support of Lawyers/Legal Personnel-All Concern Encouraged) the state’s legal community will be able 
to reach out in small, but meaningful and compassionate ways to judges, lawyers, court personnel, 
paralegals, legal secretaries and their families who experience a death or catastrophic illness, sickness or 
injury, or other catastrophic event. 
 
Continuity of Law Practice Committee 
H. Craig Stafford provided a report on the activities of the Continuity of Law Practice Committee 
(formerly the Aging Lawyers Committee).  The committee will be developing a planning guide for 
lawyers to provide for continuity of protection of client interests in the event of the lawyer's death or 
disability, and consider rules changes regarding reporting of practice continuity plans, emeritus 
membership status, and change of membership status to protect clients in the event of mental or physical 
incapacity to continue in practice. 
 
Technology Advisory Committee 
Jeffrey O. Kuester provided a report on the activities of the Technology Advisory Committee and the 
State Bar’s website redesign that will take place later this year. 
 
Criminal Justice Reform Committee 
Pat Head provided a report on the activities of the Criminal Justice Reform Committee. 
 
Resolution on Electronic Filing 
Following a report from the Honorable Diane Bessen, the Board of Governors, by unanimous voice vote, 
approved a proposed Resolution on Electronic Filing (Exhibit F) encouraging all stakeholders to begin 
coordinating efforts to design, build and administer a uniform statewide electronic court filing and records 
retrieval system comparable in function and administration to the federal system. 
 
Proposed Amendments to Fee Arbitration Rules 
Following a report by David Lipscomb, the Board of Governors, by unanimous voice vote, approved 
proposed amendments (Exhibit G) to the rules of the Fee Arbitration Program. 
 
YLD Report 
YLD President Stephanie Kirijan presented a report on the activities of the Young Lawyers Division.  She 
recognized YLD Immediate Past President Michael Geoffroy for his leadership and recent recognition by 
the ABA YLD for the following 2010-2011 Awards of Achievement:  1st place in Service to the Public 
for its Department of Family and Children’s Services Program, 2nd place in Minority Project for its 
LAWS mentoring program, 2nd place in Service to the Bar for its Solo/Small Firm Education Program , 
and Certificates of Performance for its comprehensive program and newsletter.  She introduced Attorney 
General Sam Olens, who reported he has asked the YLD to spearhead a statewide Legal Food Frenzy, 
based on a program conducted annually by the Virginia Bar Association.  It will be a food and fund drive 
competition among all Georgia law firms and organizations (from sole practitioners to large size firms).  
The law firm or organization that raises the most food (based on a per person average) will be recognized.  



Board of Governors Meeting 
August 18, 2011 
Page 4 
 
 
 
Local food banks around the state will be the recipients of food collected.  Another partnership the YLD 
is undertaking this year is with the GLSP.  The YLD is committing the proceeds of its Signature 
Fundraiser and the Supreme Cork fundraiser to the GLSP, and two of the PIIP interns were placed in 
GLSP’s offices.  She reported that the YLD Summer meeting’s community service project is a literacy 
drive on behalf of the Coastal Outreach Soccer Program, and that the YLD Fall Meeting will take place in 
Athens on the weekend of November 11-13, 2011. 
 
Proposed Juvenile Code 
The Board of Governors listened to a panel discussion from proponents and opponents of the proposed 
Child Protection and Public Safety Act, a significant rewrite of Georgia’s 40-year old Juvenile Code.  
Panelists speaking on behalf of JustGeorgia and in support of the Act included Sharon Hill, Kristen 
Widner, and Wendi Clifton.  Panelists opposed to the Act were District Attorney Kermit McManus, and 
Presiding Juvenile Court Judges Robert Rodatus (Gwinnett Circuit).  YLD President Kirijan provided a 
brief report on the history of this undertaking.   Wendi Clifton provided a report on the groups included in 
the stakeholder working group and reviewed what is not in the proposed Act.  Sharon Hill reviewed what 
is included in the proposed Act.  Kristen Widner provided a report on what’s next and the key issues still 
under discussion.  Presiding Judge Robert Rodatus presented his views in opposition of the Act.  Kermit 
McManus reported that without more staff, which would require a significant commitment of financial 
resources of either State or local governments at a time when both are having to cut basic services due to 
budget shortfalls, the District Attorneys around the state cannot fulfill the legal responsibilities that that 
Act will impose.  The PowerPoint presentations presented by the panelists will be placed on the State 
Bar’s website, and the Board of Governors received copies of comments from State Bar members on the 
proposed code.  
 
Military Legal Assistance 
The Board of Governors received a written status report of the Military Legal Assistance Program as of 
July 22, 2011, and a tentative agenda for the August 18, 2011, Military Legal Assistance Committee 
meeting.  
 
Law Practice Management Program 
The Board of Governors received a written report from the Law Practice Management Program for the 
month of July, 2011. 
 
Consumer Assistance Program 
The Board of Governors received a written report on the activities of the Consumer Assistance Program. 
 
Electronic Board Book Survey 
The Board of Governors received a copy of the Electronic Board Book Survey results. 
 
Annual Meeting Evaluation Survey 
The Board of Governors received a copy of the Annual Meeting Survey results. 
 
Resolution Commending Professor Paul Milich 
This item was held over to a future meeting. 
 
Old Business 
There was no old business. 
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New Business 
Josh Bell reported on a potential problem with title insurance companies.  He was informed by his title 
insurance company that he could no longer be its agent because he didn’t send it enough premiums last 
year.  He asked the Board of Governors to think about the impact this could have on Georgia’s citizens 
when they can’t chose their own attorney to close a real estate loan for them because the attorney can’t 
get title insurance.  He will have more on this issue as it develops. 
 
Remarks, Questions/Answers, Comments and Suggestions 
The President opened up the meeting for questions and comments. 
 
Adjournment 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 

 
 
 
 


